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An Internal Examination of the Multiple Author theory in the book of Isaiah 


Many scholars involved in historical criticism’ have stated that book of Isaiah has more 
than one author. Looking at the internal evidence, it appears so. However, many casual readers 
miss this, perhaps because they are reading for devotional instead of historical purposes, or 
because they don’t realize, what Chapter 1 of the book itself says. “The vision of Isaiah the son 
of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.”* The referenced kings in Isaiah Chapter 1 Verse 1 are the kings 
that Isaiah prophesied during the reign of. The following list of those kings, the biblical 
references, and the length of their reign is included for the purposes of graphic demonstration: 


King Biblical Reference Reign 


Uzziah/Azariahi Il Kings 14:21/Il Chronicles 
26 


On the surface, this appears to be a straight line of 113 years of kingly reign. However, 
another graphic will demonstrate the real biblical relationship of the above-mentioned kings’ 
reigns by years to include the starts and endings: 
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1 4 Historical Criticism - Critical evaluation of historical information or historical texts; an instance of this; 
specifically analysis of the Bible, or a passage within it, which examines the historical and cultural context 
in which it was produced. Oxford Dictionary Online. 

2 Isaiah 1:1, KJV 

3 || Kings 15:1 Names him Azariah/II Chronicles 26:1 Names him Uzziah 
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With this last graphic, you can see the relationship of Isaiah’s prophetic office to the 
kings’ reigns. Ahaz began to reign in the 16th year of Jotham and Hezekiah began to reign in 
the 14th year of Ahaz, which causes a two periods of overlap. Therefore, Isaiah must have 
begun his office sometime to the latter part of Uzziah/Azariah’s reign and ended his office 
sometime in the early part of Hezekiah’s reign. 


Something interesting takes place, though, when we get to the 45th Chapter and the first verse 
of Isaiah, which says, “Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have 
holden, to subdue nations before him; and | will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the 
two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut”.*Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, which 
largely consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,> was taken over by King 
Nebuchadnezzar® around 596/7 B.C. or B.C.E., according to most scholars. This occurred 
during the fourth year’ of the reign of Eliakim/Jehoiakim,® one of the sons of Josiah. Later 
during the reign of Mattaniah/Zedekiah,? King Nebuchadnezzar took it over completely, 
establishing that one of his own governors rule the kingdom. This marked what has been called 
the “Babylonian Exile”. It was prophesied to last to a totality of seventy (70) years.’° The 
scholarly consensus is that around the year 538 B.C. or B.C.E., (Britannica) Cyrus the king of 
Persia conquered Babylon and would subsequently free Judah to return to Israel." 


As we can see, there is no way that Isaiah’s office lasted through the kingly reigns of 
Uzziah/Azariah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and into the reign of Cyrus king of Persia. 
Though scholars have found other evidence, which will be discussed in a later work, to suggest 
two authors, or perhaps even three authors responsible for these works (Lemche), the time 
period of the book alone clearly demonstrates that more than one writer is responsible for the 
writings that became known as Isaiah. 


4 Isaiah 45:1, KJV 

5 | Chronicles 9:3 

8 See II Kings 24/Il Chronicles 36 

7 See Jeremiah 25:1 

8 II Kings 24/II Chronicles 36 

° And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah. Il Kings 24:17 

10 See Jeremiah 25:11 

"1 See Ezra 1 
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